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Policy Group 
 

Delegated Powers for Planning Committee  31
st

 July 2010 

 

       

The Policy Group has reviewed the decision making powers of the Planning Committee 

and agreed that the current Standing Orders need to be modified to reflect current 

working practices.  

 

Background 

The Parish Council’s current Standing Orders are silent on sub-committee terms of 

references. The Standing Orders document is very vague on the matter of delegated 

powers to Committees. They say that at the Annual Meeting, the Council may appoint 

standing committees and that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be voting members 

along with any other members appointed to the committee in question. In turn each 

Committee may appoint sub-committees but in both cases the terms of reference are 

not stipulated (although it does say that Standing Orders on rules of debate do apply). 

 

The Council can also appoint Advisory Committees and although the SO’s  state that the 

Clerk shall inform members of the Advisory Group as to its terms of reference, this order 

only applies to the Advisory Committees and not to Sub-committees. 

 

Therefore our current standing orders are silent on the powers of sub-committees and 

as only the Full Council can make decisions on behalf of the Council; our committees 

have no delegated powers to do so. The Council can delegate powers to a committee 

but this must be a decision taken at Full Council. 

 

The latest version of the Governance Toolkits for Parish Councils Version 3 April 2009 has 

much more detail on this issue. This is a much more comprehensive guide to 

recommended Standing Orders. NALC have now produced a revised template for 

Councils to adopt which would bring the standing orders up to date. This Council will 

need to review these and make decisions on adoption but that will take some time. 

  

The new toolkit does have a set of recommended delegated powers for the Planning 

Committee as below: 

 

Planning Committee 
 

• The Committee will comprise --- (insert Members appointed at Annual 
Meeting). 

• The quorum of the Committee shall be (half the members present). 

• The Committee shall undertake the following roles and functions: 
- To make recommendations to the council; 
- In relation to the approval or otherwise of any development plan or 

strategy proposals under planning legislation affecting the parish; 
- In respect of representations to the Local Planning Authority in 

support of any departure application; 
- In relation to any arrangements between the parish council and the 

Local Planning Authority about the involvement of the parish council in 
the discharge of planning functions; 



Staplehurst Parish CouncilStaplehurst Parish CouncilStaplehurst Parish CouncilStaplehurst Parish Council 

Policy group recommendations on Planning Committee Delegation of powers 31 07 2010 page 2222     of 2  

- To make representations to the Local Planning Authority on any 
application referred to the parish council and on any other planning 
matter that affects the parish. 

 
This would give the Planning Committee the necessary delegated authority from 

Full Council to conduct its business. The above wording can be modified by Full 

Council to meet its own requirements. 

 

The following options are open to this Council; 

 

a) Adopt a set of terms of reference for the Planning Committee based upon the 

guidelines above and insert these into our current SOs.  

 

b) The planning committee could become open to all Councillors to attend if they 

wish to do so. The agenda is already published to all Members and all documents 

are available to all Councillors to review. If any Councillor feels they want to be 

involved in a particular matter they could be free to attend the Planning 

Committee and vote on the matter.  

 

c) Adopt a rule that says that any Councillor can call for any Planning Committee 

agenda item to be reviewed and decided at Full Council with all members 

present (and by default, all other matters are decided by the Planning 

Committee). 

 

d) Do nothing now and wait for the new NALC recommended Standing Orders 

are reviewed and adopted. 

 

e) By reviewing and approving the Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting, 

the Full Council thereby approves all the decisions made by the Planning 

Committee (Note: this review may happen after recommendations have been 

made to MBC) 

 

 

Proposal 

 

The Policy group is recommending option a) i.e. make a small amendment to the 

current Standing Orders which will reflect current working practice for the 

Planning Committee. 


